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been allowed to obtain an insight into Prince Bismarck's
masterly plans.    In a word the present political situa-
tion offers a good opportunity for preparing an energetic
solution of the Eastern question.    The wounds received
by Russia in the Crimean war have long since healed;
France has suffered such military, political and financial
disaster that she cannot realise her aspirations to the
possession of Egypt; and the conflicting interests  of
Austria and Russia in the East have been reconciled by
the  meeting of   the   three   Emperors.     If   therefore
Germany, Russia and Austria are now prepared to solve
the Eastern question there can hardly be a single states-
man in Europe capable of preventing them.    If war be
ever justifiable, surely it is when it opens up a new field
for civilisation.    The Turks, in their manners, customs
and religious views, have remained hostile to modern
civilisation, and it would therefore be an important gain
for the progress of civilising influences towards the East
if they were to be expelled from Europe and driven
back into Asia.    It would therefore almost seem as if an
Eastern war were impending, and as soon as the Sick
Man's heirs had  entered  upon   their inheritance  the
time might be at hand for the countries which now
bristle with military preparations to disarm and enjoy
an   era   of   peace.     The   recent   hostilities   between
Montenegro and the Turks were the flaming beacons,
heralding an Oriental war.   Russia, bearing in mind the
(apocryphal)  will   of   Peter  the   Great,  was   already
endeavouring to  induce the Powers  with  which  she
stood in a friendly relation to join in a collective note
against the  Sublime   Porte.    Thanks   to   her  inborn
tenacity in political affairs, she will not rest until she
has attained her ends in the East, where presumably she
will be found ready to divide the anticipated spoils with